
December 1, 2010 

Dear Crime Commission Member, 

Faith based organizations work to repair the damage, right the wrong, and bring justice to all 
involved with criminal activity.  People of all faiths understand the importance of childhood and the 
restoration of people who have committed crimes.  That is why we have joined together to ask you to 
reevaluate our Commonwealth’s system of trying youth as adults. 

Faith based organizations are often called upon to support both adults and youth when they 

return to the community after incarceration.  The support our organizations provide extends far 

beyond just spiritual guidance and into everyday needs, such as assistance finding work or 

educational opportunities, obtaining housing, and therapeutic services.  While we welcome the 

opportunity to facilitate individuals’ return to the community after incarceration, this can be an 

especially daunting task for our young offenders who received adult felony convictions.  We believe 

that these youth face unnecessary obstacles to rehabilitation and reintegration. 

Youth convicted as adults face not only additional but also more serious and longer lasting 

consequences than their peers who received juvenile adjudications.  These consequences include 

trouble finding a job and ineligibility for some jobs, difficulty obtaining an education because schools 

are unwilling to accept convicted felons and it is nearly impossible for them to qualify for student 

loans, and ineligibility for public assistance, among other things.   

In light of these serious consequences and the lasting impact they have on a youth’s ability to 

become a productive member of society, decisions about whether a youth should be tried as an adult 

should be made by the best and most experienced decision makers in our juvenile justice system after 

a full and fair hearing. 

We are also concerned about the safety of our communities. The lack of opportunities for youth 

with felony convictions when they are returned to society can lead to future criminal behavior and 

decreased public safety.  Research confirms that youth who are tried as adults are more likely to 

reoffend upon release than similarly situated youth who are treated as juveniles.  

We need a better system to distinguish between youth who should be tried as adults and youth 

who would be better served in the juvenile system.  The majority of youth tried and convicted as 

adults in Virginia are not long-term, violent offenders.  For example, according to recent statistics 

from the Virginia Criminal Sentencing Commission, youth charged with homicide or sexual assault 

made up only 6% and 8% respectively of transferred youth between 2001 and 2008.   

Moreover, most youth convicted as adults in Virginia are not given adult prison sentences. In 

fact, 1 in 5 received only probation, while another 1 in 5 served their sentence in juvenile facilities.  

These statistics beg the question whether all of these youth should have been tried as adults.  We may 

be putting our communities at risk by not making the most informed and fair decisions about which 

youth should be tried as adults. 

We see firsthand the struggles people face upon their return home after incarceration.  We also 

see the success that many offenders have when the burdens they have to bear are lessened.  For these 

reasons and because we understand that children are a gift that need nurturing, guidance, and time to 

grow up, we ask that you: 



 Grant youth the right to appeal prosecutorial certification decisions.  Support 

Senator Edwards’ SB 205 carried over from the 2010 General Assembly session.  This bill 

provides youth with a right to appeal to the Circuit Court a prosecutor’s decision to certify the 

case to Circuit Court OR 

 Grant Circuit Court judges the authority to give juvenile adjudications for 

transferred/certified youth consistent with the sentences they impose.   

 Oppose measures that would expand the number of youth who are tried as adults.  

Bills such as SB 389, which increase the number of crimes eligible for transfer to adult court 

are likely to increase the problems noted above, without making our communities safer. 

As faith based organizations, we make a positive difference.  It requires effort, sacrifice and 

commitment.  It requires an investment of time and energy in those institutions and activities that 

strengthen and support our moral and spiritual foundation.   

We are asking you to make a similar investment in smart reform that will benefit all the people of 

our Commonwealth.  By supporting these changes, you will make Virginia’s juvenile justice system 

fairer, safer, and more effective.  You will be putting into place necessary checks that will ensure only 

appropriate youth face trial in adult court and the possible consequences of an adult felony 

conviction.  Most importantly, by supporting such changes you will ensure that we do not throw away 

the key to the future for hundreds of Virginia’s youth. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 


