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New Virginia law to keep youth out of  adult jail
By Sylvina Poole

The  General Assembly’s Virginia State Crime Commission 
has approved  a bill to  protect youthful offenders.

 The controversial SB 259, sponsored by Senator Louise 
Lucas (D-Portsmouth), was signed into law by Gov. Bob 
McDonnell and goes into effect  July 1, 2010.

SB 259 states that youth being tried as adults can remain 
in juvenile detention centers until trial and a judge rules 
on the particular case before being transferred to adult jail.  
More specifically, transfers would only occur if the alleged 
offender posed a safety or security risk.

Transfer laws disproportionately impact African American 
youth. More than 80 percent of the youth who are tried 
as adults and in the custody of the Virginia Department of 
Juvenile Justice are African American, even though only 
approximately 20 percent of youth in Virginia are 
African American, explained Kate Duvall, spokesperson 
for the Just Children Legal and Justice Center.  

Duvall also is a participant and supporter of the ‘Don’t 
Throw Away the Key’ campaign that lobbied aggressively 
to pass SB259.

There are 129 juvenile non-homicide offenders serving 
life sentences without parole in 11 states, including 
Virginia.  

“This change in the law is an important, bipartisan 
recognition of the need to protect incarcerated youth and 
provide them necessary and age appropriate services,”  
stated  a ‘Don’t Throw Away the Key’ supporter.

“The passage of  this bill is evidence that positive change 
is possible in Virginia.  More change is needed.”  

Duvall  said the Just Children Legal and Justice Center 
supports this cause because of  the following:

• Confinement in adult jails increases the likelihood of 
a youth’s victimization and suicide risk.  A 2009 national 
study found that youth incarcerated in adult prisons and 
jails are at the highest risk for sexual assault while in 
confinement.  Youth who serve time with adults are 
significantly more likely to commit suicide than those 
youth housed with their peers.

• Adult jails do not have the capacity to provide necessary 
educational, therapeutic, or other services to youth.  Many 
youth confined in Virginia’s jails lack access to education 
and other services, damaging them and their opportunities 
for rehabilitation.  Statistics show that many will ultimately 
receive juvenile sentences.  Education and treatment should 
not be disrupted, as often happens currently, unless it is 
absolutely necessary.

• Incarcerating youth with adults makes communities 
less safe over time. Research f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  country 
confirms that placing youth in the adult criminal justice 

s y s t e m  i n c r e a s e s  their likelihood of re-offending.
•  J u v e n i l e  d e t e n t i o n  centers can adequately confine 

these youth while also providing them with education 
and treatment.  Under this legislation (SB 259), juvenile 
detention center superintendents will still have the ability 
to seek a transfer to jail if a youth is a danger to others. 

“This is the third and final year of  the Virginia State 
Crime Commission’s study pertaining to the trial of youth 
as adults in Virginia. We anticipate that proposals for 
legislation will be presented at the crime commission’s 
September 8, 2010 meeting.  We are generally supportive 
of increased judicial review of the decision to try youth 
as adults. Also, we are optimistic that the members of 
the crime commission will recommend legislation that 
will protect Virginia’s youth and our communities,” said 
Duvall.  

In other matters, the crime commission has created  
protective order and law enforcement work  groups.

Sen. Janet Howell (D – Fairfax), chair of the crime 
commission, announced the formation of two special work 
groups to examine protective orders and law enforcement 
issues.  

“As a result of numerous bill referrals sent to the crime 
commission this year by the General Assembly, there will 
be two work groups that will meet over the summer to 
review these issues,” stated Sen. Howell.

 Each work group will be comprised of crime commission 
members and representatives from a variety of agencies 
and organizations. 

The law enforcement work group will specifically focus 
on officers responding to calls, high speed pursuits, and 
line-ups/photo arrays. The law enforcement work group 
plans to meet on Wednesday, June 16th at 10:00 a.m. in 
Senate Room 3 of the Capitol. Since the work group will 
be reviewing separate topics, police line-ups will 
be discussed during the afternoon portion of the meeting, 
approximately at 12:30 p.m. 

The protective order work group will focus on the 
process and service of protective orders, GPS tracking 
devices, penalties, and who may petition for a protective 
order. The protective order work group plans to 
meet on Tuesday, June 22nd at 11:00 a.m. in the 
6th Floor Speaker’s Conference Room of the General 
Assembly Building.

Both meetings are going to be held in Richmond and are 
open to the public.  

The Virginia State Crime Commission is a criminal 
justice agency established in the legislative branch of 
government. 

The purpose of the commission is to study, report and 
make recommendations on all areas of public safety and 
protection.  
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The Richmond East End vision finally becoming a reality
By Samantha Brown & Lashawn Hudson
Voice Interns

Community leaders and volunteers have 
had a vision for the east end of the 
city for quite some time and actions 
have now been set in motion to make it 
a reality.

The Church Hill East End and Nine 
Mile Road Corr idor Revitalization 
process has been put into place to “take 
back the city one day at a time” through a 
charrette.

The Charette—a gathering of residents 
as  wel l  as  community leaders  and 
designers—marked the beginning of a new 
start of revitalization and development 
for the Church Hill community. And the 
community had the opportunity to come 
out and voice their opinions and offer 
input on how they would like to see their 
community evolve. 

The kick-off was held earlier this month 
with a great turn-out from city council 
leaders and community members. 

Mayor  Dwig ht  Jones  sha re d  h i s 
vision in the transformation process that 
Church Hill will soon undertake.  That 
vision, he says, is no longer a figment of his 
imagination. 

The opening session allowed individuals 
to address concerns/questions and to learn 
how the community as a whole, along 
with Richmond Redevelopment and 
Housing Authority (RRHA) and Bon 
Secours, would go about car rying out 
the vision process.

According  to  Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk, the 
process used in developing the downtown 
area, happens to be the same process being 
used to redevelop Church Hill.  

“Through this process we have hopes 
to accentuate the history of Richmond 

and surrounding areas. This will allow the 
community to grow as well as prosper,” she 
said.

With Bon Secours in mind, Plater-
Zyberk says the organization has 
high hopes that the vision itself will 
unfold a new beginning for the entire 
community. 

With the revitalization, they believe this 
will bring positive energy when people 
check-in or visit the hospital.

Dougal Hewitt, a senior vice president 
of Bon Secours Richmond Health System 
stated, “We want people to feel safe. 

We want everyone to feel good about 
coming to the hospital. The people should 
receive improvements.” 

Hewitt continued, “This is not a process 
that is going to happen overnight.” 

When asked what should be done about 
the abandoned buildings in the community 
that create a feeling of danger and fright, 
Hewitt replied, “They can be restored, we 
can fix the fronts and put up new stores. 
We have private investors who can see 
the vision. We need infrastructure, proper 
sidewalks and benches.”

With the help of not only RRHA 
and Bon Secours but also the Better 
Housing Coalition and other non-profit 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  i s 
hoping that this transformation will be a 
success.

While attending the Charrette, a few 
citizens had questions and concerns dealing 
with Section 8. 

“It is not only open to low income 
families but also to middle class income 
families,” said RRHA CEO Anthony 
Scott.

“We are not allowed to restrict where 
vouchers are to go. RRHA connects with 
the landlords and it is up to the landlords to 
accept Section 8.” 

Scott further points out that restoration 
of Creighton Court, has started and it does 
not impact residents already living there. 
Stimulus money, he said, will allow 
them to reinvigorate housing in Creighton 
Court.

Richmond’s east end citizens, including youth, attended the recent Charette.
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Gov. McDonnell’s track record with Black Virginians improves
By Sylvina Poole

Governor Bob McDonnell’s efforts to 
garner more suppor t from African 
Amer ican Vi rgin ians makes some 
headway.  In recent months his itinerary 
included several meetings with various, 
prominent Black organizations and 
leaders, according to a spokesperson.  

In fact, McDonnell’s track record 
in reaching out to the Black community 
stands for itself.  To date, the governor has 
attended the following meetings:

• February 15 – Addressed Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority and Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity Legislative Breakfast

• February 15 – Met with members of 
200+ Men, Inc.

• February 25 – Met with the Triple 
Nickles 55th Parachute Infantry

• April 10 – Attended Richmond Outreach 
Center’s grand opening

• April 17 – Met with members of 
Williams and Mary’s Alpha Phi Alpha 
chapter

• May 6 – Attended One Million Mentors 
Campaign to Save Our Kids in Richmond

• May 9 – Attended President Barack 
O b a m a’s  c o m m e n c e m e n t  a d dress 
at  Hampton University

• May 15 – Met with Legislative Black 
Caucus

• May 19 – Met with NAACP
 “The governor is committed to bringing 

Virginians together to create new jobs, 
get our economy back on track, improve 
our public education system and create ‘A 
Commonwealth of Oppor tunity’ for 
al l our citizens,” said Taylor Thornley, the 
governor’s press director.

“Since taking office he has met with a 
number of African American groups 
and leaders to learn about how this 
administration can partner with them in 
their endeavors to make Virginia a better 
place,” she said.

Gov. McDonnell recently announced 
an additional appointment of  an African 
American to his administration under the 
Health and Human Resources Department.  

Ron Lanier is currently serving as 
Director of the Virginia Department for the 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing (VDDHH).  He 
was appointed to this position by Governor 

George Allen in April 1997, and has served 
continuously under subsequent governors, 
including the present administration.  He 
is a former Adjunct Faculty member 
of J. Sargeant Reynolds Community 
College (JSRCC) and Virginia Union 
University where he taught American Sign 
Language. 

Prior to his current position, he was 
Manager of the Technology Assistance 
Program at VDDHH, Job Placement 
Counselor for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing at the Department of Rehabilitative 
Services, and a Social Worker with the 
City of Richmond Department of Social 
Services.  Lanier received his B.S. in Social 
Welfare from Virginia Commonwealth 
University (VCU).  He also pursued courses 
in Sign Language and Deaf Culture at 
VCU and JSRCC, in addition to graduate 
courses in Rehabilitation Counseling at 
VCU.

Lanier serves on the Virginia Board 
for People with Disabilities, and is 
a past Member of the Virginia Assistive 
Technology Council.  He also serves on 
the Challenge Discovery Projects’ Board 
of Directors and represents the Office 
of Health and Human Resources on the 
Advisory Board for the NewWell Fund.  
He has served as a member of the Court-
Appointed Special Advocates and the 
Central Virginia Lions Hearing Aid Bank 

advisory boards.  He is a member of the 
Virginia Association of the Deaf, Hearing 
Loss Association of America and Black 
Deaf Advocates.  He is co-founder (1980) 
of the Richmond/Hampton Organization of 
the Deaf. 

 He is former Chair of the Trustee 
Ministry of Cedar Street Baptist Church 
of God, where he also served two terms 
(4 years) as President of the Male Chorus 
and is former Secretary of the Men’s 
Ministry.  He completed a term as a parent 
representative on the National Mission 
Advisory Panel for the Clerc Center 
at Gallaudet University.  He is a 2001 
graduate of VEI, a 2005 graduate of the 
Leadership Metro Richmond (LMR), and 
is former Vice-President of Membership of 
a local club of Toastmasters International.  
In 2006, he was selected to serve a two-
year term on the National Deafness and 
Other Communication Disorders Advisory 
Council (NDCD) of the Nationa l  Institutes 
of Health (NIH).  He is cur rently serving 
on the Advisory Board for the Partnership 
for People with Disabilities (PPD).

Ron is a native of Roanoke where, at 
age seven, he became hard of hearing as 
a result of an automobile accident.  He is 
married and has one son, who is deaf, and 
two grandchildren, one of whom is also 
deaf.  He also mentored deaf youth in his 
community. 

Ron Lanier

Virginia Blood Services and Old Navy host “Be a Guitar Hero” Blood Drive Competition
Virginia Blood Services (VBS) and Old Navy will host a special-event blood drive where 

blood donors will be entered into a Guitar Hero competition. Guitar Hero is a popular 
music video game where players are awarded points by correctly hitting notes, cords and 
sustains.

The competition will take place Monday, June 28 from 2 to 8 p.m. at the Old Navy, 
Chesterfield Towne Center location.

Walk-ins are welcomed and the event is open to any and all donors who register to donate 
blood during the drive. Individuals who wish to donate, but not play, may bring someone 
to play for them.

Participants can choose to compete on either the medium, advanced, or expert levels, 
since scores are typically higher based on the level of difficulty. Individuals with the 
top three scores will be awarded a first, second and third place certificates while ALL 
participants will be entered in a drawing to win one of three prizes.

The grand prize drawing is a $100 VISA gift card, second place drawing is a $50 VISA 
gift card, and third tier drawing is a $25 VISA gift card. As an added incentive, anyone 
who registers to give blood will receive a free T-shirt and a coupon for a free Chick-fil-A 
chicken sandwich.

“These blood drives are an added effort by Virginia Blood Services to off-set the typical 
blood shortages that occur in the summer months due to a decline in blood donations,” said 
Chris Smith, manager of donor recruitment for VBS. “We currently have a need for O and 
A blood types and hope that combining a blood drive with a Guitar Hero contest will help 
us meet our needs.”

To be a blood donor, individuals must be at least 17 years old, or 16 with written parental 
permission; weigh at least 110 pounds, be symptom free of cold, flu and allergies, and be 

in general good health. Anyone under 16 can also compete in the Guitar Hero competition 
if they bring a parent or eligible friend to donate blood on their behalf.
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The RCCJB makes suggestions on incarceration alternatives
By Sylvina Poole

Richmond’s Community Criminal 
Just ice  Boa rd  ( RCCJ B)  voted  on 
t h e  2 011-2 012  Bi e n n i a l  p l a n  fo r 
incarceration alternatives.

The RCCJB’s recommendations were 
prepared to present to city leaders following 
Mayor Dwight Jones’ charge for a review 
of available  options to incarceration. The 
mayor made the request last year.

Mayor Jones, city officials and RCCJB 
members visited alternatives to incarceration 
models in three other cities.

“The current overcrowding conditions at 
the City Jail have been a huge problem in 
the city for years,” said Mayor Jones.

 “I’m convinced that the proper application of 
alternatives will successfully reduce our 
jail population and connect individuals to 
the services they need.”

RCCJB’s high priority recommendations 
presented included:

• Increase the capacity of specialty 
housing and homeless programs targeted to 
offenders with a history of homelessness or 
housing instability

• Increase the number of permanent 
supportive housing beds in the city

• Explore a special docket for non-violent 
offenders with mental illness. Increase the 
capacity of mental health services for these 

offenders
• Increase the capacity of substance abuse 

treatment and recovery programs for 
offenders involved in diversion or alternatives to 
incarceration

• Implement best-practice pre-t rial 
and community-based programs that reduce 
incarceration for low impact offenses.

The overall goal of the Biennial Plan is 
to reduce the jail census by approximately 
400 persons, to connect individuals 
to treatment, and to achieve economies of 
scale in the use of best practice alternatives 

to traditional incarceration, stated city 
officials. 

In 1994, the Virginia General Assembly 
passed legislation resulting in the creation 
of  local Community Criminal Justice 
Boards (CCJBs). These boards provide a 
direct link from state, federal and other local 
criminal justice entities to communities. 
CCJBs serve as a planning and advisory 
body to the city for developing, monitoring, 
and evaluating community corrections 
programs that will provide the judicial 
system with sentencing alternatives for 
certain individuals who meet the eligibility 
criteria.  Membership is legislated to consist 
of a minimum of 15 members, of which 
10 are  from key positions in the criminal 
justice system-like judges from circuit court, 
general district court, and juvenile & 
domestic relations court; chief magistrate; 
chief of police; commonwealth’s attorney; 
public defender; sheriff; local educator; 
CSB administrator. 

The purpose of the Richmond Community 
Criminal Justice Board (RCCJB) is:

1) to allow the City Council of the city of 
Richmond greater flexibility involvement 
in responding to the problem of crime in 
the city 

2) to provide more effective protection to 
the citizens of the city of Richmond 

3) to promote efficiency and effectiveness 
in the delivery of community criminal 
justice 

4) to provide increased opportunities 
for adult offenders to  make restitution 
through financial reimbursement or the 
performance of community services 

5) to permit the city of Richmond 
through this board, to establish policies 
that structure programs which will assist 
judicial officers in discharging their duties 
and meet the needs of selected adult 
offenders 

6) to approve funding sources that 
support programs engaging in pre and post 
trial services. 

Mayor Dwight Jones
Want breaking news?

Sign up to receive 
news 

by e-mail at
 voicenewspaper.com
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Catalyst for Black Brazilian change

Our economy generated about 431,000 
jobs last month.  Good news?  Only if you 
don’t count the fact that more than 400,000 
of the jobs were temporary jobs connected 
to collecting data for the Census.  Those 
jobs won’t last for long and when the dust 
clears the current 9.7 percent unemployment 
rate, down from 9.9 percent a month ago, is 
likely to rise again.

Of course the situation is worse for 
African Americans, even though Black 
unemployment dropped from 16.5 to 15.5 
percent last month.  The 15.5 percent 
is a modest estimate of what is really 
happening. 

The U6 number in the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics Employment Situation report 
includes discouraged workers, those 
working part time that really want full time 
work and others peripherally connected to 
the labor market.  

While the BLS does not report the 
number for African Americans, using the 
same relationships, the African American 
U6 number is at least 25.6 percent.  That 
means that one in four African Americans 
is jobless!

 As an economist, my focus on the labor 
market is usually about work and pay.  

Several experiences in the last few months 
have forced me to focus, also, on the human 
consequences of high unemployment, 
including the mental health consequences 
of being jobless in a culture that says that 
what you do is who you are.  I met a woman 
who had been downsized from her job at 
61.  

She told me, despondently, that she would 
probably never work again because of her 
age.  Her aura was one of someone battered 
and lifeless.  She asked me, a stranger, why 
her company could have done that to her.  
Part of me wanted to ask if she ever read 
the headlines.  Part of me wanted to give 
her a hug.

This crisis knows no race or gender, but 
African Americans are being hit harder 
than most.  Public policy has to address 
this.  It is unconsciounable that we should 
talk economic recovery while people are 
not working, while people are suffering.  
And we have to consider the many ways our 
society pains because of joblessness.  

Here is what we must do – we must 
push our legislators to address high 
unemployment.  A jobless recovery is no 
recovery, but instead it is a joke.

By Julianne Malveaux

The VOICE UnleashedThe VOICE Unleashed

By Harry C. Alford
Brazil has long been the best kept secret 

of the Black Diaspora.  Its population of 
more than 100 million Blacks (51 percent of 
the total population) makes it at least the 
second largest Black population in the 
world.  It is second, by much opinion, to 
only Nigeria.  I will make this claim:  It is 
the largest Black population as Nigeria has 
not had an official census since 1963.  

The current birthrate for Blacks in Brazil 
far exceeds that of whites so the majority 
will quickly widen in the near future.  

It was here where the first slave ship 
came from Africa.  Brazil was discovered 
and claimed by the Portuguese in 1500.  By 
1525, the first slave ships started to arrive.  
It was the first Western Hemisphere nation 
with slavery and it was the last (ending in 
1888) to have this vile practice cease.  The 
memories are bitter and hang over the head 
of this nation’s history.

This nation has been a sleeping giant 
in the global arena but is taking big steps 
to enter into the distinction of a First 
World Nation.  Right now it is a leader of 
the emerging Second World nations and 
takes the leadership role with India at all 
global and United Nations conferences and 
summits.  Brazil’s President Lula da Silva 
proudly considers himself the leader of 
“People of Color”.  He has even chastised 
President Barack Obama for not having 
enough concentration in this area.  

In the age of instant information and global 
communication, the ills of disparity will 
haunt a large nation and must be dealt with.  
Brazil’s Black populace is 51 percent of the 
total but yet only participates in about 8 
percent of the economy.  That is a blue print 
for unrest and confrontation.  You cannot 

live harmoniously with demographics like 
that and he recognizes it.

The competition for the 2016 Olympics 
may have been a turning point for Brazil.  
The worst proposal was that of Chicago.  It 
was brazen!  They proposed a Project Labor 
Agreement which meant all work must go 
through the racist unions.  Thus, Blacks 
in Chicago would be locked out of any 
occupational opportunities or contractual 
bidding. 

They also targeted historical and stable 
Black communities for imminent domain 
which would displace hundreds of thousands 
of Black residents.  Homeowners would be 
given three months to move out and renters 
would have only two months notice to leave 
and go to who knows where.  It would be 
a humanitarian disaster which is why we 
and many others prayed that the Chicago 
bid would not be successful.  It was a big 
embarrassment for the United States.

On the other hand, Brazil’s bid via Rio 
de Janeiro was a super winner.  It vowed to 
rebuild the slums of Rio and empower the 
masses.  The infrastructure, job opportunities 
and contractual bidding would be 
thoroughly diverse and would make the 
Olympics Committee proud.  It was a slam 
dunk!  In the end it was Rio de Janeiro in 
first place, Madrid in second, Tokyo is third 
and the stinky Chicago bid dead last.

Now that they have won they must produce 
and live up to their commitments.  

We are here for our Brazilian brothers and 
sisters and will assist in every way.  When the 
Olympics are over there will be a different 
Brazil.  One with Black millionaires and 
business enterprises providing jobs by the 
millions and the world will be better for 
this.
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Ex-offender waits on God, re-enters workforce and becomes deacon
By Patr ice  Ga i ne s

When Robert Ervin came home from 
prison in 2007 he was dependent u p o n 
t h e  community to assist him in getting 
back on his feet. But like thousands w h o 
h a v e  committed cr imes and served 
t he i r  t i me,  Ervin found employers 
reluctant to hire him. This practice of 
discriminating against offenders, which 
falls disproportionately on Black people, 
is as harmful and deliberate as the 
segregation and Jim Crow laws of the past.

Ervin, who was once addicted to heroin, 
served five years for possession of crack 
cocaine. It wasn’t a violent crime but it was 
a “felony”, a distinction that means he can’t 
receive federal college loans, food stamps 
or public housing and in some states he 
would not be able to vote.

Nearly 650,000 people are released 
annually from prisons in this country and that 
number is expected to grow as sentences 
are reduced and people are released early 
from correctional facilities to save money, 
according to the Re-entry Policy Council 
of the Council of State Governments.  

Over seven million different individuals 
are released each year from jails. But the 
council notes that a “tight job market and 
few employers willing to hire someone 
with a criminal record” means “many former 
inmates are likely to end up right back 
behind bars.

“That anyone is able to overcome this 
situation and a history of criminal behavior 
would be surprising,” the Council of State 
Governments report says.

But the truth is that few people do 
overcome the wave of prejudices flailed 
against people with criminal records. Most 
people fail, often because no one is willing 
to give them a second chance. Ervin, 
however, is different. He has made it, of 
course because of his own determination, 
but also with help from his family, his 
church and the man who would become his 
boss at Chicago American Manufacturing.

“I didn’t find a job the whole six months I 
was in the halfway house,” said Ervin, now 
45.

His wife Yvette, he said, “was there to 
encourage me to be strong and wait on God.”

For the first time in his life he looked to 
God and his Baptist religion to sustain him. 
He said he was “saved” while in prison 
and began taking Bible studies, eventually 
organizing a study group. He had been 
in a gang since age 14 but at New Mount 
Pilgrim Missionary Baptist, he joined a 
group called the Mountain Men and found a 
brotherhood of men who loved him without 
judgment.

Pastor Marshall E. Hatch said New 
Mount Pilgrim already had a strong prison 
ministry that included services in prison 
and programs for children with incarcerated 
parents.

“We’re in the city so the issue of 
incarceration and reentry and reintegration 
is one we deal with all the time,” said Pastor 
Hatch. “We take very seriously the idea of 
creating an open community that embraces 
all people and we believe strongly in 
redemption.”

Yvette Ervin was attending the church 
while Robert was away and the church’s 
prison ministry sent him monthly “spiritual care 
packages”—the “Daily Bread” publication, 
a church bulletin and a newsletter written by 
inmates and staff members of the ministry.

When Ervin joined the Mountain Men he 
was surprised to find a group of brothers he 
could relate to.

“Fellows be missing that,” said Ervin, 
who was stabbed in the arm and shot in 
both legs during his 26 years as a gang 
member. “You think everyone thinks like 
you-- about selling drugs and making 
money. Then you meet guys who may not 
be from your background but they’ve been 
through some things too and they use God 
instead of drugs.”

Ervin needed the moral support of his 
new brothers as he dealt with the frustration 
of finding a job. “I went to a lot of job interviews—at 
hotels, apartment houses, on a ship at Navy 

Pier, at Domino’s. Nothing came through.”
Finally, his brother called to say he had 

found work and that the boss needed one 
more person. Ervin’s brother advised him 
not to mention his record, but Ervin said, 
“I’m a Christian. I can’t lie, so I told him 
that I’m on probation.”

He was hired to run a robot machine at 
Chicago Manufacturing, where he has 
since been promoted.

Today, he and his wife have a 17-month-old 
son, Khaleb. Ervin is an ordained deacon at 
his church and is building a street ministry in 
which he counsels young people. He visits 
juvenile detention centers, offering his 
personal testimony as encouragement.

 In his case, it didn’t take millions of 
dollars to help him succeed at turning their 
life around. It simply took people willing 
to love and support him and an employer 
willing to give him a chance. That boss, 
Arturo Sosa, decided to hire Ervin in spite 
of his record. Sosa doesn’t think he did 
anything particularly noble and was too 
busy to talk about his role in Ervin’s life.

Of course, Ervin was instrumental in his 
own success.

“Robert is quite extraordinary,” said Pastor 
Hatch. “He has been such an inspiration. 
He works in the youth ministry, teaches 
Bible class and is an ordained deacon. He 
and another guy named Herman, who was 
once in a rival gang, met in the Mountain 
Men and realize they may have shot at each 
other in another situation.

“Robert is an example of what can happen. 
He is respected--and respectable.”

Ervin is on probation for three more years. 
No one doubts he will make it through with 
a clean record. “I talk to friends. A lot of 
them are still out there,” Ervin said.

Robert Ervin and his son Khaleb, who was six months old in the photo. He is now 17 months old.
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Chesterfield names its 2011 Teacher of the Year: Dr. Nancy Hoover
For the first time, Chesterfield County 

Public Schools (CCPS) selected elementary, 
m idd le  a nd  h ig h  scho ol  honore es 
for the school system’s highest honor for 
teachers.

D r.  Na ncy  Ho over  wa s  r e c ently 
pronounced the 2011 Teacher of the Year 
for CCPS. With 14 years of experience, 
she teaches physics and engineering and 
is the specialty center coordinator for 
the Governor’s Academy for Engineering 
Studies at Bird High School.

“Dr. Nancy Hoover is truly a phenomenal 
teacher,” said Bird High Principal Beth 
Teigen in a nominating letter, mentioning 
Hoover’s creative lesson plans, student 
m en t o r i ng ,  a f t e r- s cho o l  a c t iv i t i e s 
su ch  as the robotics team and rocketry 
team and outreach to students who might 
not otherwise consider applying to the 
engineering program. “If Dr. Hoover 
sounds too good to be true, she almost is. 
She … cares deeply for her students.”

From Virginia Commonwealth University, 
Hoover earned her bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in 1996 and her Ph.D. in 2009. She 

began teaching physical science in 1996 at 
Bailey Bridge Middle. She moved in 2000 
to Bird High, where she teaches physics 
and engineering and where in 2005 she 
took on the additional duties of specialty 
center coordinator.

“I did not follow a traditional path to 
teaching,” Hoover said. “I was what was 
tactfully called a ‘re-entry’ student and 
graduated at the age of 40. … Despite my 
late entry into the teaching profession, 
I think I have always had the heart of a 
teacher — getting a thrill out of figuring 
something out or applying some new 
knowledge to solve a problem. I consider 
myself lucky to now have the chance to do 
that every day with students.”

Annually, every Chesterfield school 
selects a Teacher of the Year. This year, for 
the first time, Chesterfield County Public 
Schools selected from those honorees an 
Elementary School Teacher of the Year, 
a Middle School Teacher of the Year and 
a High School Teacher of the Year, then 
chose the overall Teacher of the Year from 
those three honorees. Cynthia Piazza, 

who teaches Title I math at Harrowgate 
Elementary, is Chesterfield’s Elementary 
School Teacher of the Year. Charmaine 
Crowell-White, who teaches speech and 
drama at Tomahawk Creek Middle, is 
Chesterfield’s Middle School Teacher 
of the Year. Piazza and Crowell-White 
learned of their awards during surprise 

visits from school board members and the 
superintendent.

The next step is submitting Nancy 
Hoover’s nomination to the Virginia 
Department of Education, which will select 
eight regional Teachers of the Year, then 
choose the Virginia Teacher of the Year 
from the eight regional winners.

Middle schoolers rank outstanding at international competition 

(right to left) School Board Vice Chair Marshall Trammell and Superintendent Marcus Newsome 
congratulate Cynthia Piazza, joined by Harrowgate Principal Linda Wood, Community Relations 
Director Tim Bullis, Director of Curriculum and Instruction Aaron Spence and Director of Professional 
Development Donna Dalton.

Five Henrico County eighth-graders 
recently competed last week against 
students in nearly 50 states and 30 countries 
in the 2010 Destination ImagiNation 
Global Finals in Knoxville, Tenn. The 
team composed of four students from 
Moody Middle School and one student 

from Short Pump Middle School received 
an outstanding rating in a challenge called 
projectOUTREACH®: Band Together.  

Charlie Bonner, Forrest Sprouse, Alex 
Goss and Mavra Masood of Moody Middle 
School and Gabby Levet from Short Pump 
Middle won the highest honor in the

challenge for their service project titled 
“Sock Hop for Socks,” an effort to raise 
awareness of the severity of wintertime 
on Richmond’s homeless population. The 
group designed and implemented the 
community-centered project, which 
involved a sock hop held at the Shady 
Grove YMCA and the collection of 
hundreds of pairs of socks, mittens, gloves 
and scarves. The group donated the 

items to a local shelter.  
At the competition, they presented 

to the judges a skit and a scrapbook that 
highlighted their project.  

The group also won an Instant Challenge, 
which required teamwork and critical 
thinking skills in a limited amount of 
time. They received the highest score 
out of 68 high and middle school 
teams.  

From left to right: Alex Goss, Gabby Levet, Charlie Bonner, Forrest Sprouse, and Mavra Masood.  
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Richmond area Omegas host opening reception at Black History Museum
Members of the Upsilon Nu Chapter, 

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc, and the 
Upsilon Nu Scholarship and Social Action 
Foundation, Inc., hosted the official opening 
reception in recognition of the artistic 
exhibit, “An Officer and A Gentlemen”, 
Selections From the Colonel Charles Young 
Collection.  Held at the Black History 
Museum in downtown Richmond (Jackson 
Ward), the exhibit features important 
pictures, a computer information kiosk and 
other important artifacts that pay tribute to 
this great war hero and fellow member of 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc.  

The Charles Young collection is 
par t of an overall artistic tribute entitled 
“Diluted Losses” by artist Keith Ramsey.  

The overall exhibit details the untold 
stories of World War II African American 
soldiers.  

The exhibit is available at the Black 
History Museum and Cultural Center 
of Virginia, 00 Clay Street Richmond, 
through September 18, 2010.  Effor ts 
are also underway to include a lecture 
regarding Colonel Young during the exhibit 
timeframe.

Coordinators of the event included 
DeWayne Randolph and Charles Finley 
from the fraternity and Dr. Maureen 
Elgersman-Lee, executive director, and 
Mary Lauderdale, assistant director, Black 
History Museum and Cultural Center of 
Virginia.

Pictured with Dr. Maureen Elgersman-Lee and Mary Lauderdale from the Black History Museum are 
members of Upsilon Nu Chapter, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Richmond, VA

VA receives $324 million for education
Virginia has been awarded an additional 

$324.6 million through the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) 
of 2009 to support public education.  To 
date, Virginia has received more than $2 
billion in stimulus funds, and state officials 
report these funds have supported nearly 

8,000 education jobs so far this year.
Virginia’s successful application for these 

federal funds included detailed information 
on the processes used to evaluate the 
performance of principals, teachers and 
students, as well as ongoing efforts to 
i m p r ove  s t u d e n t  p e r f o r m a n c e  a t

persistently low-achieving schools.
“The funds will help strengthen Virginia’s 

education system, keep quality teachers, 
and improve academic results for students,” 
said Senator Jim Webb.

“I am a firm believer in the principle 
that ‘what gets measured gets done,’ and 
these stimulus funds will help support 

Virginia’s efforts to track what is working 
in our classrooms to improve education 
for Virginia students,” Sen. Mark Warner 
said. “At a time when state and local 
g o v e r n m e n t  b u d g e t s  a r e  t i g h t , 
these stimulus dollars have helped 
Virginia avoid even deeper cuts to public 
education.”
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Patti Labelle rocks the house at BB King’s Blues Club & Grill
By Dwight Brown    

“The first time I heard Patti Labelle she 
was at Madison Square Garden – and I 
was in Philadelphia!” says opening act and 
comic Paul Mooney. 

Over the years whether she was leading 
Patti Labelle and the Bluebells, Labelle or 
her solo shows, Labelle has built a solid 
reputation as a show stopping belter. Turning 

age 66 last week, at the BB Kings Blues 
Club & Grill in New York (an intimate, 
over-sized lounge/club; bbkingblues.com) 
notched its 10th anniversary, was a reason 
for the Queen of Rock & Soul to celebrate. 
There she was in all her glory, with a  band, 
fierce back-up singers and her signature 
“kitchen sink” adoring audience: m u l t i -
r a c i a l ,  m u l t i - c u l t u r a l  a n d

 international, and multi-generational. 
Prancing onto the stage with the old 

Labelle nugget “What Can I Do For You,” 
she walked around the circumference claiming 
her turf.  

Dressed in what looked like a splashy 
silk, pastel pajama outfit, with a chic short 
wig that she would tug at the entire night, 
Labelle got into her groove quickly. 

“I love Celine Dion, but when you hear 
this song, don’t get it twisted, I did it first!”  
And with that Labelle glided into the James 
Bond theme song “If You Asked Me To,” 
followed by “If Only You Knew.” 

“I must have rehearsed my lines, a thousand times 
until I had them memorized…” From ballads 
to upbeat dance songs, with lots of pauses 
in-between, “I’m taking my time,” Labelle 
reminded the packed house that she was 66, 
menopausal, diabetic and that she’d been 
married for 32 years and divorced for 12. 

Looking more like the late salsa queen 
Celia Cruz, Labelle’s flashy hairstyles 
(remember that “New Attitude” angle-food-
cake-pan hairdo?) and metal brassieres 
(from the Labelle days) where a thing of the 
past.  She didn’t look matronly, more like 
that eccentric aunt you always loved to visit. 
At points she kicked off her shoes, stood on 
a tapestry rug, then sat comfortably on a 
wingback chair and talked to the crowd like 
they were family.  The place was enthralled.  

She worked her biggest magic, getting 
the folks into an emotional grip, when she 
launched into “If You Don’t Know Me By 
Now.” “ I sing this song for women who 
can’t sing like me, for those women who 
don’t have a stage to sing on.”  This kind 
of moment could easily have turned into a 
man-bashing session, but when that tune 
ended she proudly sang her bouncy hit 

“Right Kind of Lover,” a song about a man 
who knows how to please her.  

The evening ended when she performed 
the classic “Lady Marmalade” and she 
invited four male fans on stage to sing 
with her. This could have been a cringe-
worthy moment, but three of the wannabe 
singers could actually hold a tune and the 
German tourist who couldn’t, danced with 
abandonment.  The crowd roared! 

The spirit had been in the room almost 
all night, in the form of gospel yells, but 
now the audience got what they came for, 
a healing, heart-warming, rousing concert 
from a senior citizen who’s voice, though 
not as angelic as 40- something years ago, 
is still distinctive and bewitching.  Hearing 
her only makes you wish other vocalists, 
like Whitney Houston, had taken better care of 
their voice, so in the twilight of their careers 
they could still mesmerize listeners. 

As Labelle continues her evangelical rock & 
soul concert tour across the U.S., she’ll hit 
places like Hammond Indiana; Baltimore, 
Maryland; San Antonio, Texas; Reno 
Nevada; and Biloxi, Mississippi.  For exact 
dates go to http://www.pattilabelle.com/.

Patti Labelle, a legend, rocked BB Kings 
Blues Club & Grill on its 10th Anniversary.  
She’ll rock your world, too.

Patti Labelle
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Amy DuBois Barnett is the new editor of Ebony Magazine 

Ray Charles’ son reveals secrets in new book  
The legendary soul singer Ray Charles 

left behind a rich musical legacy. But he 
left behind a significant personal legacy 
in his children as well. Now his eldest son, 
Ray Charles Robinson, Jr. tells his side 
of growing up with greatness in his new 
memoir “You Don’t Know Me: Reflections 
of My Father, Ray Charles.” The book 
tells the story of the soul legend in a 
unique way by the man who knew him 
intimately.

“I knew my father wasn’t like other 
fathers,” Robinson shares in his book. “Even 
though I was too young to understand the 
significance of it all in my life, I was truly 
enriched by the experience I had and by the 
presence of such greatness.”

But that greatness was fraught with 
personal failings as evidenced in the biopic 
“Ray.”

Charles suffered with heroin addiction 
and infidelity although he and his wife were 
married for 25 years. Robinson’s wife Della 
and their relationship is revealed as never 
before in the book, and Robinson shares 
insight on his father’s life as a musician 
through the recollections of his personal 
valet Herbert Miller.

The book is full of intimate scenes and 
moments that only a son could write. There 
are details of Charles’ affairs and the impact 
it had on the family as well as things his son 
witnessed, including Charles’ 20 years of 
heroin addiction. The book provides insight 
into the current relationships of all Charles’ 
children, including the ones he had outside 
his marriage.

Robinson weaves a na r rat ive that 
incorporates his own struggles as a father 

and as a drug abuser himself. He creates a 
document that once again proves that many 
family problems are generational and that 
the lives of celebrities are fraught with much 
of the same dysfunction that any family can 
face. He acknowledges what he learned 
from his father’s famed perfectionism and 
work ethic, as well as the toll those things 
took on his family.

And of course, he talks about the 
entertainment era in which his father 
developed and achieved fame and what it 
was like to constantly be surrounded by 
some of the most amazing musicians of all 
time. Part memoir, part historical record, 
part an inside look at a father and son 
and their triumphs and challenges, “You 
Don’t Know Me” is the book for any fan 
of music or for anyone interested in the 
unique dynamics of an unusual father-son 
relationship.
By Tonya Pendleton

Ray Charles is a musical icon whose son reveals 
more of his life in a new book.

Amy DuBois Barnet t ,  an award-
winning media executive and writer, has 
been named the editor-in-chief of Ebony 
magazine, replacing Harriette Cole, who 
had been serving as acting editor-in-chief 
and creative director.

Barnett, who was the first African 
American woman to head a major 
mainstream consumer magazine, was most 
recently deputy editor-in-chief of Harper’s 
Bazaar. She also has held several masthead 
positions at Teen People and worked for the 
now-defunct Honey Magazine, where she 
doubled the circulation.

“I am extremely pleased to bring Amy 
DuBois Barnett on as part of the new 
leadership team,” Linda Johnson Rice, 
chairman and CEO of Johnson Publishing Amy DuBois Barnett new editor of Ebony Magazine

Co., said in a statement. “She br ings 
with her a wealth of experience, a keen 
journalistic eye and solid editor ial 
judgment, which will serve well to help 
redefine the Ebony brand within the ever-
changing marketplace.”

Barnett is a Brown University graduate 
and also has a M.F.A degree in creative 
writing from Columbia University. She 
is the author of “Get Yours: How 
to Have Everything You Ever Dreamed 
of and More,” an NAACP Image Award-
nominated book for Black Women.

“Ebony has always represented the best 
of African African achievement, society 
and culture, and I couldn’t be more honored 
to be at the helm as we enhance this icon 
for the 21st century,” Barnett said in a 
statement. “I’m excited to bring the Ebony 
brand to multiple media platforms and to 
engage new audiences who will surely be 
moved by its resonant, provocative and 
authoritative perspective on today’s African 
American experience.”

Like many media organizations, Johnson 

Publishing has struggled with dropping 
adver tising revenues and circulation. 
Rice has worked on strengthening and 
rebranding both of the company’s landmark 
publications, Ebony and Jet.

In May 2009, Mira Lowe, was named 
editor-in-chief of Jet. Lowe, who formerly 
was managing editor, oversees all aspects 
of the magazine’s editorial content, staffing 
and evolving direction on both print and 
digital platforms and launched a makeover 
of the weekly’s look.

Rice also had praise for Cole, who stepped 
into the interim role after the departure of 
Brian Monroe, who resigned as editor-in-
chief in April 2009.

“Harriette Cole has been an exceptional 
contributor to Ebony in her role as acting 
editor-in-chief and creative director in the 
continuing evolution of the magazine,” 
said Rice. “She was an integral part of 
landing key covers including First Lady 
Michelle Obama, Oscar Award nominee 
Gabourey Sidibe and musical icon Prince. 
We wish her well in her future endeavors.” 

WantWant breakingbreakingnews?news?
Sign up to receive news by e-mail at www.voicenewspaper.com
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Important information for African Americans and skin cancer 
By The National Cancer Institute  

As the weather turns warmer, people are 
beginning to spend more time outdoors. 
While the sunshine may be enjoyable, it 
may also be damaging your skin—and 
even causing cancer. 

Although African Americans and other 
individuals of color have a much lower 
risk for skin cancer than people with fair 
skin, it is important to know that they 
are also at risk. The National Cancer 
Institute and Allan C. Halpern, MD, Chief 
of Dermatology Service at Memorial 
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center—an NCI-
designated Cancer Center—answer some  
questions about skin cancer in people of 
color. 

Q: Why should people of color be 
concerned about skin cancer?  

A: Skin cancer is the most common form 
of cancer. In fact, every year more than 
one million people in the United States 
are diagnosed with skin cancer. Although 
African Americans are less likely to be 
diagnosed with skin cancer than people 
with fair skin, they are sti l l at r isk. 
Also, the sun is not the only cause of skin 
cancer.  

Many people may not know that there 
are several different types of skin cancer. 
The two most common types of skin cancer 
are basal cell cancer and squamous cell 
cancer—both of which are known as non-

melanoma skin cancer. Squamous cell 
cancer is the most common form of skin 
cancer among African Americans. Most 
basal cell and squamous cell skin cancers 
can be cured if found and treated early.  
However, skin cancer may be more serious 
in African Americans because it is often 
diagnosed later, at more advanced stages.   

Melanoma skin cancer—a more deadly 
form of skin cancer—is much less common 
than non-melanoma skin cancer.  

Although melanoma is extremely rare 
in African Americans, it can be found in 
unusual locations.  In African Americans, 
the first sign of melanoma may be an 
abnormal mole under the nails, on the 

palms of hands, or on the soles of the feet.  
Q: Does darker skin pigmentation provide 

sun protection?
 A: Skin pigmentation is somewhat 

protective against ultraviolet (UV) radiation 
from the sun. Other factors aside, the 
darker an individual’s skin color, the lower 
his or her risk for skin cancer. While some 
people may identify as belonging to a dark-
skinned racial/ethnic group, it is important 
to note that they are still at risk from skin 
cancer. For example, African Americans 
with lighter shades of skin will need more 
sun protection than those with darker skin. 

Q: What can people of color do to prevent 
skin cancer? 

A: Protecting your skin and eyes from the 
sun is the single best way to reduce your 
risk of skin cancer.  Use sunscreen with a 
broad-spectrum sun protection factor (SPF) 
of at least 30 that protects from UVA as 
well as UVB rays. Reapply every two hours 
and after swimming or sweating.  Avoid 
exposure to the midday sun (between 10 a.m. 
and 4 p.m.) when possible. If you must be 
outdoors, wear sunglasses that absorb UV 
radiation, a wide-brimmed hat that shades 
your ears and neck as well as your face, and 
long sleeves and pants. It is also important 
to avoid tanning beds. Finally, be aware 
of any changes in your skin. If you notice 
a new mole or other new growth on your 
skin, changes in the appearance of an old 

growth on your skin, or a sore that does not 
heal you should see your doctor.  

Q: If someone does not “burn” when in the 
sun, is he/she still at risk for skin cancer? 

A: Yes. Even if an individual does not 
burn, exposure to UV radiation can increase 
his or her risk of skin cancer. In addition, 
although the majority of skin cancers are 
sun related, there are other causes of skin 
cancer and skin cancer can occur in areas 
hidden from the sun. Everyone, regardless 
of skin color, should watch for changes on 
the palms, soles, and other areas of skin 
that are not often exposed to the sun. 

Q: What else do people of color need to 
know about sun exposure?  

A: While sun exposure has the potential 
to cause skin damage, it may also have 
benefits. In particular, vitamin D is made 
naturally in the body when the skin is 
exposed to UV radiation. However, people 
with dark skin make less vitamin D. People 
with very dark skin may want to discuss 
vitamin D supplements with their doctor. 
They should not increase or rely on sun 
exposure.  

Q: Where can people obtain more 
information about the sun and skin cancer? 

A: For more information about skin 
cancer, visit the NCI Web site at http://
www.cancer.gov or call NCI’s Cancer 
Information Service at 1-800-4-CANCER 
(1-800-422-6237).

As mentioned above, no one is safe from skin 
cancer—Black or white.

Many Blacks have been trained to believe 
that the pigmentation in our skin protects us 
from this par ticular form of cancer.  
Health physicians, however, have proved 
otherwise. 

Doctors  ma inta in the t r uth in  da rk 
sk in  p rov id ing  some protec t ion  f rom 
UV rays and that Blacks are less l ikely 
to get skin cancer than others, but they 
warn that skin cancer is dangerous and 
sometimes deadly. 

It’s not wise to assume that just because you 
have dark skin that you are immune from getting 
skin cancer.

A dermatologist pointed out on CNN that 
pigmentation doesn’t give free passes.  It doesn’t 
matter what color your skin is, everyone can get 
skin cancer.

In fact, studies show that when Blacks do get 

skin cancer, it is often discovered at a later 
stage and is more deadly. For example, musician 
Bob Marley reportedly died of malignant 
melanoma, an aggressive skin cancer that spread 
to his organs.

For Black people with skin cancer, melanoma 
will usually appear in places where there is 
less pigmentation, like the palms of the hands, 
bottoms of the feet, under nails and on the 
genitals, but it may look different based on 
skin tone. The best way to be safe is to get any 
suspicious growths or moles checked 
out, just as a woman would a lump in her 
breast. It may be less likely that you’ll have 
skin cancer, but as I mentioned before, no one 
is immune.

Sunscreen is the first layer of defense against 
the sun’s rays, but one consumer Report poll 
shows that while 67 percent of people identifying 
themselves as light-skinned wear sunscreen, 
only 27 percent of dark-skinned people do. 

Experts recommend that everyone, regardless 
of skin color, protect themselves with SPF 15 
sunscreen. -- aj

Editor’s Note:

Bob Marley was said to have died from skin cancer that spread throughout his body.
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Commentary: Making age-related disease a priority and life lesson 

Vilsack announces purchase of  fresh 
tomatoes for nutrition program

Dear dad: Talk with doctor about 
prostate cancer screenings

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack 
revealed USDA’s intention to 
purchase up to $6 million of fresh 
tomatoes for federal food nutrition 
assistance programs.

“USDA has  been  ca ref u l ly 
monitoring the situation in Florida 
in order to determinate how we 
can help growers get through this 
very difficult situation caused by 
the freeze earlier this year,” said 
Vilsack. “The purchase will provide 
Florida fresh tomato farmers with 
some relief, stimulate the economy, 
and provide high quality, nutritious food to 
people in need.”

Each year, USDA purchases a variety 
of nutritious food products to support the 
National School Lunch Program, the School 
Breakfast Program, the Summer Food 
Service Program, the Food Distribution 
Program on Indian Reservations, the 
Commodity Supplemental Food Program 
and the Emergency Food Assistance 
Program. USDA also makes emergency 
food purchases for distribution to victims 
of natural disasters.

Industry estimates suggest about two-
thirds of the tomato crop in the major 
southwestern production region was 
destroyed because of eight days of sub-
freezing temperatures in Florida during 

January. Growers in Florida replanted after 
the freeze which, in addition to scheduled 
plantings, has led to a surplus of tomatoes.

Government food experts work to ensure 
that all purchased food is healthy and 
nutritious. Food items are normally required 
to be low in fat, sugar and sodium. The 
commodities must meet specified grade 
requirements and be USDA-certified to 
ensure they meet government standards of 
quality. USDA purchases only commodities 
produced in America.

For more information on purchase details, 
interested suppliers should contact 
the appropriate Contracting Officer for 
each commodity program, which can be 
found on USDA’s Agricultural Marketing 
Service Commodity Procurement Web 
page: http://www.ams.usda.gov.

Secretary Tom Vilsack

Confused about screening for prostate 
cancer?  Join the club. New research appears 
to raise doubts about who should get tested 
when, and how.

It’s an especially troubling issue for 
African American men, who are at 
increased risk for getting and dying of 
prostate cancer. But this Father’s Day in 
Richmond, dads and the people who love 
them need to be sure they’re doing all they 
can to avoid this deadly disease.

“Prostate cancer is curable when detected 
early,” said Dr. Robert Nelson, Jr. of Richmond.

Despite the nagging questions about 
screening, cancer exper ts agree that 
African American men age 45 and older 
need to talk with their doctors about getting 
screened.  And African American men 
with a father, brother or son who have had 
prostate cancer should begin those talks 
with their doctors even earlier, at age 
40.

In Richmond, an average of 20 African 
Americans died of prostate cancer each year 
between 2002 and 2006, the most recent 
data available. Prostate cancer accounts for 
about one-third of cancers in Black men. It 
is the second leading cause of cancer death 
for Black men, who die from it at a higher 
rate than any other ethnic or racial 
group.

The good news is that those numbers have 

been declining dramatically since 1992. 
Researchers aren’t sure exactly why, but 
the screening of more African Americans 
for prostate cancer and improved treatment 
could play a role.

The Richmond chapter of “Us Too,” a 
prostate cancer support group, meets the 
third Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. at 
Ridge Baptist Church, 1515 Eastridge Road.  
For more information, call 346-4407.

More information about prostate cancer 
is also available from the Virginia Cancer 
Institute, 804-330-7990 http://www.
vacancer.com; and the American Cancer 
Society, www.cancer.org

Dr. Robert Nelson, Jr.

By Larry Lucas 
(NNPA) - Many of us focus on the wrinkles 

and gray hair that are an unavoidable part of 
the aging process. But with age also comes 
wisdom and knowledge gained through a 
lifetime of experience. As I look toward my 
own retirement, I want to be able to enjoy 
time with my family and friends, and share 
some of my own life lessons with the next 
generations. In order to ensure that I – and 
other seniors in our community – have 
many healthy years ahead, we need to be 
certain that proper care for chronic aging-
related diseases is a priority.

 Across the country, more than 11 million 
African-American children grow up with a 
grandparent in the home. This dynamic can 
present a tremendous opportunity for different 
generations to learn from one another, and 
for grandparents to be actively involved 
in their grandchildren’s lives. Many of 
my friends have had more fun being a 

grandparent than they did raising their 
own children! But chronic diseases that 
disproportionately affect African American seniors, 
like high blood pressure and arthritis, can rob 
grandparents of this precious opportunity.  

Most African American seniors have 
at least one chronic condition and many 
have multiple conditions, according the 
Department of Health and Human Services. 
Among the most frequently occurring 
chronic conditions are high blood pressure 
and diabetes. Both of these chronic 
diseases are more common in older African 
Americans than older whites, and they are 
also known risk factors for Alzheimer’s 
disease. 

According to the Alzheimer’s Association, 
these factors may account for some of the 
differences in prevalence of Alzheimer’s 
among other racial groups: African Americans 
are nearly twice as likely to suffer from 
Alzheimer’s as their white counterparts.

 Though we can’t control aging, we 
can take steps to manage chronic aging-
related diseases. To manage conditions like 
hypertension and diabetes, it’s so important 
to follow your doctor’s recommendations 
– this means exercising, eating right 
and taking your medicine regularly. It is 
important to keep a list of your medicines, 
including non-prescription medicines, and 
give the list to each doctor you consult. 
Give a copy to a family member as well, and 
update it every time you visit your doctor 
or get a new prescription. Let your doctor 
know about any illnesses or conditions 
for which another doctor or health care 
professional is treating you.  

As we get older, it’s just as important to 
keep our minds active as it is our bodies. 
Social engagement with family and friends 
and participating in mentally stimulating 
activities can help seniors stay healthy 
and might also help to reduce the risk of 

cognitive decline and Alzheimer’s disease, 
according to The National Institute on 
Aging. These are simple steps we can take 
to ensure a high quality of life through our 
golden years.

 America’s pharmaceutical research and 
biotechnology companies were working 
on more than 2,000 new medicines for 
older Americans as of 2008, including 
150 for diabetes and 91 for Alzheimer’s 
disease. But new treatments are wasted if 
the medicines that are developed don’t get 
to the patients who need them. For patients 
who need help accessing their prescription 
medicines to manage aging-related diseases, 
the Partnership for Prescription Assistance 
(PPA) is available to help. For five years, 
PPA has helped connect 6.5 million patients 
in need to programs that provide either 
free or nearly free medicines. For more 
information, patients can call 1-888-4PPA-
NOW or visit www.pparx.org.
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Burning Up the Bottom 
This second annual festival at the 17th Street Farmers Market is a celebration of the 

spirit, passion and dedication of the men and women who provide the valuable services of 
fire protection and emergency medical care to citizens throughout the Richmond region. 
It invites public safety workers and their families along with the general public to Shockoe 
Bottom for a fun filled day of excitement and entertainment for the whole family. 
Enjoy the Beat the Heat 5K at 8:30 a.m., the Fire Apparatus Parade at 12 p.m., firefighter 
demonstrations at 1 p.m., Firefighter Olympic Games at 2:30 p.m., and live music starting 
at 10 a.m. The Lil’ Sparks children’s fun area will be open from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Shockoe 
Bottom restaurants will be selling food on the market all day!   For more information visit 
www.burningupthebottom.com.

June 21
Camp Pocahontas Henricus

Historical Park will present Camp Pocahontas, June 21-25, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.   Campers ages 
6 – 10 will explore the life and importance of Pocahontas and the culture of the Powhatan 
people during a week-long day camp through hands-on activities, demonstrations and arts 
and crafts.  Compare and contrast the cultures of the Powhatan people with that of the 
English who settled there 400 years ago using a re-created Powhatan village of Arrohateck 
and Citie of Henricus.  Pre-registration required. 

 For more information, visit www.henricus.org; to register for the camp, 
call 804-813-8797. Henricus Historical Park is located at 251 Henricus Park Rd. in 
Chester.

June 26
Explore Your City

The Alliance to Conserve Old Richmond Neighborhoods-- in partnership with the 
Battery Park, Southern Bar ton Heights, Highland Park Civic Associations 
and the city of Richmond Department of Planning & Development review preservation 
staff-- invites you to explore the history and architecture of three early 
streetcar suburbs in the aforementioned neighborhoods by foot or bi-cycle, Saturday, 
June 26, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Meet at Battery Park’s Old Stone House/Community Center at 2803 Dupont Circle for a 
brief presentation of the history of these three neighborhoods along with information on 
tax credits and other rehabilitation incentives to help prospective homeowners purchase 
and renovate the architectural gems in this area.  A list of homes open for viewing will be 
provided for participants to take a self-tour.  There will be a guided bicycle tour-- following 
the old streetcar lines--for those who want to cycle through these three remarkable, historic 
communities. 

In case of rain, the presentation and house tour will go on; the bicycle tour will be 
rescheduled. For more information, call 804-644-5040.

Calling MLK Alumni
The Maggie L. Walker High School Alumni Association, Inc. is looking for all Mighty 

Green Dragons who graduated between 1938-1979.  Come together again by contacting: 
MLWHS, P.O. Box 26922, Richmond, VA 23261-6922. Please include your maiden name 
and present address, as well as the year you graduated.

June 19
Father-Son Breakfast

The Father-Son Breakfast: An Awakening Project is designed to help teen males better 
understand and cope with the transition into adulthood.  The all-day event targets males in 
grades six through eight and is billed as a gathering where “Men of the community train 
our boys to become men.”  Approximately 50 male students from Richmond’s Thomas H. 
Henderson Middle  School will attend sessions on topics ranging from personal appearance, 
effective communication and conflict resolution to healthy relationships, citizenship and 
leadership. 

The breakfast will be held June 19, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. at Thomas H. Henderson Middle 
School, 4319 Old Brook Road. It provides the setting for a very timely “Father’s Day” 
feature that highlights the need for positive male role models in public schools and the 
community.  For more information, contact Ronald Huggins, 804-780-8288.

June 17
Interact Club

Swift Creek Middle’s Interact Club is working on several community service projects. 
The first middle school Interact Club in the county, Swift Creek Middle’s club is sponsored 
by the Brandermill Rotary and provides students opportunities to participate in fun, 
meaningful service projects. The club meets once a month and has volunteered at the 
Midlothian Food Festival and at local elementary school events, collected items for the 
soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan, donated children’s books for a school in Afghanistan and 
created care bags for Mended Little Hearts.

Contact: Jennifer Berardo or Cathy Titus, 804-739-6315.

Business and Community Resource Bank
The Business and Community Resource Bank offers an easy way to make a difference 

in schools by connecting people willing to share their knowledge with teachers who need 
classroom speakers or volunteers. Whether a community member would like to speak 
about his area of expertise, participate in a career day or mentor a student, the resource 
bank can make the connection with a school. To participate, fill out the resource bank 
survey at chesterfield.k12.va.us. 

For more information, call 804 748-1405.

Life and Faith
In itsdebut year, theLife & Faith Tour will kick off in a big way on June 19, 

as it makes its first stop in Richmond. The tour has a main focus of giving back to the 
local community, bringing a diverse lineup of artists including six-time Grammy Award 
winner Amy Grant, multi-platinum selling band MercyMe, Natalie Grant, Hawk Nelson, 
Aaron Shust, Israel Houghton, Point of Grace, Shenandoah, Meredith Andrews, The Justin 
Teseniar Band and Chris Hendricks, as well as ventriloquists and comedians, authors, 
speakers and more. The gates will open at 9 a.m. with performances beginning at 10 a.m. 
and continuing throughout the day. 

For tickets and more information, visit www.lifeandfaithtour.com.  

G. E. Brock Book Signing Event
Author G. E. Brock will be availabe at a June 19, book signing event at 1-4 p.m. at Barnes 

and Noble, 11640 W. Broad St., Richmond,.
He will sign copies of his Christian fiction novel, “Return to Farrellville.”  In the book, a 

young man, Sean, reflects on his granddad’s lessons that showed him that even the smallest 
of actions can have significant results. G. E. Brock deftly weaves a tale of a town held 
together by people who don’t comprehend their own worth.

June 22
Keep Henrico Beautiful Land Lover-Clean

The Keep Henrico Beautiful (KHB) Committee will honor winners of the 2010 Land 
Lover and Clean Business awards at the next meeting of the Henrico County Board of 
Supervisors, 7 p.m. Tuesday, June 22 in the Government Center Board Room, 4301 E. 
Parham Road.

Presented annually by the KHB Committee since 1995, the awards recognize a homeowner 
and a business in each magisterial district that have maintained an outstanding property 
through landscaping, lawn care, litter removal and recycling. Homeowners must perform 
their own lawn maintenance to be considered. Winners receive an engraved plaque and 
have an award sign posted on their property; they are also recognized online at www.
co.henrico.va.us/departments/utility/keep-henrico-beautiful.

The 2010 Land Lover Award winners are: Ronnie L. Jowers, Brookland District; Albert 
and Jean Scott, Fairfield District; James and Joyce Hall, Three Chopt District; Tom Wood, 
Tuckahoe District; and Odie and Gloria Whitlow, Varina District.

Winners of the 2010 Clean Business Award are: Courtyard by Marriott, Brookland 
District; Legends at Virginia Center, Fairfield District; Wachovia Operations Center-
Innsbrook, Three Chopt District; Bon Secours Medical Group, Tuckahoe District; and 
Citizens and Farmers Bank, Varina District.
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Homeless but hopeful, CA youth continues to strive for the best
By  Brian W. Carter   

It is a hard-knock-life for a lot of people 
out in the streets of L.A. There are so many 
faces with so many stories; it’s enough 
to break your heart. Bobby Whiten has 
experienced hard times in the streets but 
continues to strive.

 “I was sleeping in my car,” said Whiten, 
“until my car got towed.” He would then 
ping-pong between living on the streets 
and motels until he eventually ended up at 
a temporary state facility affiliated with 
California Department of Child Support 
Services (DCSS). 

“It’s actually called the Home Agency,” 
said Whiten, “it’s contracted through 
DCSS,” which took the young and homeless 
orphan off of the streets for a while. Whiten 
had been waiting on dorm residency 
pending his acceptance to college. 

Unfortunately, the home agency asked 
him to leave within a week for unknown 
reasons. His luck would continue south 
when due to a technicality, the college 
wouldn’t admit him this semester. 

This landed Whiten back on the street 

looking for a place to rest his head. He 
eventually came into contact with Betty 
Anderson, an advocate for children and 
families, and brought Whiten to a DCSS 
event. 

Whiten, a musician, played his guitar and 

he performed at the event telling his story 
through a song. Whiten, through Anderson, 
would get a chance to voice his concerns 
with heads of the DCSS at a meeting. 

“I told them, ‘you’ve got to follow up with 
people”, said Whiten, “I’ve been homeless 
for a very long time.’” He stressed that the 
DCSS needs to go beyond “poli-ti-can” and 
actually make sure efforts are being made 
to help homeless youth.

 He has managed to find shelter with 
friends and other establishments, most 
recently with Shields for Families (SFF), 
a non-profit organization that provides 
services geared towards youth and 
families. 

Whiten had to drop out of school to find a 
job to support himself. The SFF is serving 
as a temporary home until he can go back 
to school or find a permanent residence. 

Whiten will continue to press on in his 
efforts to get an education and find a home 
for himself. He also encourages youth in 
his position to be strong and to follow some 
simple advice. 

“Make sure you’re honest and upfront,” 

said Whiten, “because people in the system 
will try to use anything negative against 
you.”  He stated that telling the truth about 
your past is the best route to go when living 
within the homeless care circuit. 

He also stressed the importance of 
getting an education as a means to getting 
off the street. “Persevere, make sure you go 
to school,” said Whiten, “at the end of the 
day, all the people at DCSS, if they’re good 
or bad, they’re going back home with their 
families.” 

He continued, “You got to make sure that 
you establish something for yourself, so 
that one day you can say home and you can 
actually mean it. You don’t have to worry 
about nobody coming to tell you to 
leave.”

“ Whiten  intends on getting an education 
and a home for himself. 

As he said, himself, “life gives you 
lemons, learn how to make lemonade...
if its strawberries, make sure you make 
strawberry-lemonade.”

Special to the NNPA from the Los Angeles 
Sentinel
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Bobby Whiten

“Isaac Hayes Memorial Highway” planned
A section of Interstate 40 in 

Tennessee is a step closer to 
being named after legendary soul 
musician Isaac Hayes, according 
to Eurweb. 

The state Senate unanimously 
passed a measure June 3 to 
rename the stretch of road “Isaac 
Hayes Memorial Highway.” 
The House approved it without 
opposition in April, and Gov. 
Phil Bredesen is expected to sign 
the bill without objection. 

Isaac Hayes Memorial Highway 
would be near Memphis, where 
Hayes had a home until he died 
of a stroke in 2008 at the age 
of 65. He was raised in Tipton 
County, north of Memphis. 

Hayes won Academy and Grammy 
awards for his “Theme From Shaft.” He 
was elected to the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame in 2002. He also acted in 

movies and provided the voice of 
Chef on the animated TV show “South 
Park.”

Special to the NNPA from the St. Louis 
American

Isaac Hayes

Homeless veterans to receive housing
U.S. Housing and Urban Development 

(HUD) Secretary Shaun Donovan announced 
that nearly 8,000 homeless veterans will get 
permanent housing assistance through a HUD 
rental assistance program that connects 
homeless veterans from local Veterans Affairs 
Medical Centers (VAMC) with rental 
assistance vouchers provided by local public 
housing agencies. HUD’s Veterans Affairs 
Supportive Housing Program (HUD-VASH) 
will provide local public housing agencies with $58.6 
million in funding specifically targeted to 
assist homeless veterans in their area. 

“Though they served and sacrificed so 
much for our country, too many of our 
veterans find themselves on the streets 
and in homeless shelters,” said Donovan. 
“Thankfully, these vouchers will provide 
a more permanent solution to housing and 
services these veterans need.”

The grants are part of a $75 million 
investment to support the needs of homeless 
veterans. HUD expects to announce a 
second round of funding for another 
1,355 rental vouchers next month and an 
additional 400 project-based vouchers later 
this summer. Local public housing agencies 
that administer HUD’s Housing Choice 
Voucher Program (HCV) work closely with 
VAMCs to manage the program. In addition 
to the rental assistance, VAMCs provide 

supportive services and case management 
to eligible homeless veterans. 

HUD allocates the housing vouchers to 
local public housing agencies, which are 
specifically targeted to homeless veterans 
based on a variety of factors, including 
the number of reported homeless veterans 
and the proximity of a local VAMC with 
the capacity to provide case management. 
Local communities that receive HUD 
homeless assistance will work with local 
VAMCs to identify eligible participants. 
VAMC case managers will also work 
directly with local housing agencies that are 
administering the HUD-VASH program 
to determine income eligibility and help 
participants find suitable housing. Veterans 
participating in the HUD-VASH program 
rent privately owned housing and generally 
contribute no more than 30 percent of their 
income toward rent. The U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA) offers eligible 
homeless veterans clinical and supportive 
services through its medical centers across 
the U.S and Puerto Rico. 

This is the third year HUD is supporting 
the housing and service needs of homeless 
veterans across America through HUD-
VASH with a total investment of $225 
million that will sustain approximately 
30,000 rental assistance vouchers.



The Richmond VoiceNATIONAL18 • June 16 - 22, 2010

Gary, Indiana keeps high hopes for Michael Jackson museum
From wire reports

Gary officials hope a planned museum 
honoring native son Michael Jackson will 
bring as many visitors as Elvis Presley’s 
Graceland does. But attendance at other 
sites honoring the King of Pop and other 
popular entertainers suggests the numbers 
could be less than Mayor Rudy Clay 
predicts.

Joe Jackson, the singer’s father, and 
project promoter Simon Sahouri say 
preliminary research indicates 500,000 to 
750,000 visitors a year could visit Gary as 
a result of the development. Clay says the 
completed project could bring up to one 
million people to the city each year, 
noting that Jackson’s childhood home 
has seen a steady stream of visitors since 
his death last year.

“The people we see every day of 
the year that’s coming in to look at 
2300 Jackson St. is mind-boggling,” 
Clay said.

He said the proposed development could 
be a welcome boost to the city’s coffers and 
its morale.

“I’m not blind to the fact that there are 
people that have given up hope,” Clay 

said. “This project brings Gary hope and 
opportunity.”

Promoters of the Jackson project have 
likened it to Presley’s Graceland in 
Memphis, which includes Presley’s adult 
home, a hotel, shopping centers and a 
Presley-themed automobile museum. 
Graceland sees more than 600,000 visitors 
annually and is one of the most-visited 
home tours in the country, according to 
Elvis Presley Enterprises, which manages 
the business and assets of the Presley 
estate.

But Presley’s birthplace in Tupelo, Miss., 
sees only 75,000 to 80,000 visitors 
a year, said Dick Guyton, executive 
director of the Elvis Presley Charitable 
Foundation.

The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 
Cleveland generates about 400,000 visitors 
annually, while the home of the Motown 
sound in Detroit that featured acts such as 
the Jackson 5 saw about 60,000 visitors in 
its 2009 fiscal year.

Where the Jackson development in Gary 
falls — and whether it becomes a reality — 
remains to be seen.

Clay said work on the $300 million 

museum and performing arts center could 
begin as early as next year. But past pledges 
to build a Jackson-themed arts center in 
Gary never progressed after the singer 
visited his hometown in 2003, and Clay 
and Joe Jackson offered no details on any 
donations they’ve lined up to finance the 
project.

Jackson’s estate says it is considering 

a different museum plan and must give 
written approval for any use of the singer’s 
name and intellectual property, including 
his music.

Still, community leaders hope the 
development becomes a reality and brings 
some of the magic back to the city Jackson 
left at age 11 after the Jackson 5 struck it 
big in 1969.

Locals congregate outside the Jackson’s modest family home in Gary, Indiana.

Glen Beck mocks First Daughter
Fox News personality and conservative 

talk show host Glenn Beck has apologized 
for mocking Malia Obama in a pretend 
conversation on his radio show.  

Beck said he was trying to explain how 
President Barack Obama uses his children 
to deflect media criticism, and said he took 
it too far.  

“In discussing how President Obama uses 
children to shield himself from criticism, I 
broke my own rule about leaving kids out 
of political debates,” Beck wrote on his 
Web site. “The children of public figures 
should be left on the sidelines. It was a 
stupid mistake and I apologize—and as a 
dad I should have known better.” 

According to CNN, in a recent press 
conference discussing the BP oil spill 
in the Gulf of Mexico, Obama noted that 
Malia asked him if he’d plugged the hole 
yet. Beck used that as fodder for his show 
as he mocked her voice in repeating that 
and a series of other questions.

 “... That’s the level of their education, 
that they’re coming to—they’re coming to 
daddy and saying ‘Daddy, did you plug the 
hole yet?’ Plug the hole!” Beck said at one 
point, according to CNN. 

Since then, he’s been criticized by a 

number of media watchers, including the 
hosts of the daytime talk show, “The View” 
and Howard Kurtz of The Washington Post. 

“This was a really low-blow on Glenn Beck’s 
part,” Kurtz said on the entertainment news 
show, “Inside Edition.” “To use an 11-year-
old girl -- to drag her into the political 
crossfire…when he said it, it was wrong 
and it’s something that should never be 
done with kids.”

Special to the NNPA from the Afro-
American Newspaper

President Obama with daughters Malia and 
Sasha. Official White House Photo

Video inspires Black parents and youth
Orrin Hudson, a motivational 

speaker, community activist, 
and chessmaster, is using YouTube 
to inspire Black youth to make 
better decisions in life through 
the game of  chess.  The 
professionally filmed video 
reveals his awe-inspiring master 
plan to  reach one mi l l ion 
youngsters  in 50 states.

Hudson, who has been featured 
on Fox News, Good Morning 
America, CNN, and in People 
Magazine, runs a nationally-
recognized non-profit organization in 
Atlanta, Georgia called Be Someone.

Be Someone uses numerous tools, 
including the game of chess, to promote 
self-esteem, responsibility, and analytical 
thinking among at-risk kids. The mission 
is to build character, hope, and inspiration 
so that kids can set and achieve lifetime 
goals, realize their full potential, and be 
someone.

Hudson comments, “This is less about 
chess and more about building character. 
Love, Honesty, Respect, Responsibility, 
Patience, are 5 character traits that are 
essential to success. If we have the brightest 
children in the world and they don’t have 

character, the schools have failed them 
and this nation has failed them. Really 
Be Someone is priceless. After all it is the 
moral development of the whole child that 
will determine their success in life.”

Hudson, who is a former Alabama State 
Trooper, founded Be Someone in 2001. 
Since then, he’s also authored a book 
entitled “Making Every Move Count” 
which refers to the belief that success 
in chess and success in life require the 
same fundamentals, including concentration, 
self-esteem, problem solving skills, and 
discipline.

To watch the inspiring YouTube video, visit: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=NLFENGymr34.

Orrin Hudson inspires Black youth through chess
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2010 Consumer scorecard: Payday lending still an abusive small loan

Black-white marriages drastically increase

By Gregory Dale 
 While the trend of interracial marriages 

between whites and American-born Asians, 
and whites and Hispanics has slowed over 
the years, Blacks are more likely than 
before to marry whites, according to new 
census data. 

The latest census reveals that the 
number of interracial marriages in the 
U.S. has increased by 20 percent since 
2000 to nearly 4.5 million, according to 
the Associated Press. While the overall 
number of interracial marriages is still 
rising, the pace of that increase has slowed 
from the 65 percent increase seen between 
1990 and 2000. Interracial marriages now 
account for 8 percent of all U.S. marriages, 
up from 7 percent in 2000.  

According to the data, Blacks are now 
three times more likely to marry whites 
than in 1980. Nearly 14.4 percent of Black 
men and 6.5 percent of Black women are 
in interracial marriages. Experts attribute 
the number to a more racially integrated 
military, higher educational attainment 
and a rising Black middle class that offers 
more interaction with other races.  

Despite the increase, there are still 
Blacks that would traditionally feel more 
comfortable only marrying inside their 
race.  

“I would consider dating outside my 
race but I probably would stay inside 
because of fewer complications on [my 
partner’s] family not accepting me,” said 
Courtney Gamble, a 22-year-old African-
American student at Rutgers University. 

“I might date outside my race but I would 
[definitely] marry inside my race.” 

However, American-born Asians and 
Hispanics have increasingly married members 
of their own races over the last decade, 
according to the census data.

Nearly 40 percent of U.S.-born Asians 
marry whites--a number that has not 
changed since 1980. But their likelihood 
of marrying Asian immigrants has 
multiplied three times for men and five 
times for women, to nearly 20 percent.  

U.S.-born Hispanics saw a small increase 
in their likelihood to marry whites, which 
grew from 30 percent in 1980 to 38 percent 
today. But their likelihood of marrying 
foreign-born Hispanic immigrants has 
doubled, to 12.5 percent for men and 17.1 
percent for women.

Special to the NNPA from the Afro-
American Newspaper

By Charlene Crowell
As Congress considers how best to 

reconcile differences in financial reform 
and consumer protections, key national 
advocates recently released updated data 
on how consumers continue to pay steep 
rates for small loans. 

Jointly published by the National 
Consumer  Law Center,  Consumer 
Federation of America and Consumers 
Union, the 2010 Small Dollar Loan 
Products Scorecard reveals how much 
work yet remains at both the federal and 
state levels to ensure legal protections and 
enforcements against abusive lending.   

“Steep rates for short-term small loans 
trap borrowers in unaffordable debt,” said 
Jean Ann Fox, director of financial services 
for Consumer Federation of America. “As 

consumers struggle to make ends meet in a 
tight economy, they need protection against 
rate gouging.”  

The scorecard analyzed four types of 
small loans: auto title, payday, six month-
installment and one-year installment. 
According to their metrics, 15 states fail 
to protect consumers on each product: 
Arizona, Delaware, Idaho, Illinois, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nevada, 
New Mexico, South Carolina, South 
Dakota, Tennessee, Utah and Wisconsin.  

The Center for Responsible Lending’s 
(CRL) research has concluded that payday 
lending is particularly abusive. The short-
term and high-costs of payday loans – often 
400 percent in annual interest – lead already 
struggling borrowers deeper into debt. This 
cycle  of repeat borrowing costs American

families $3.5 billion per year in fees alone. 
Research in California Arizona and North 
Carolina have all concluded that minorities 
are disproportionately impacted by payday 
loan abuses.  

However, 17 states and the District of 
Columbia have addressed the debt trap of 
payday lending by capping annua l 
interest rates to about 36 percent or less. In 
other words, just over one of every three 
Americans lives free from payday loan debt 
traps.   

In 2010 more states addressed payday and 
other abusive loan products. 

 Maryland Governor Martin O’Malley 
signed legislation that cracked down on 
payday lenders’ attempt to act as “credit 
repair” agencies. These lenders were 
charging over 600 percent annual interest, 
far in excess of Maryland’s legal limit of 33 
percent. 

 In Colorado, Governor Bill Ritter recently 
signed a bill that takes effect August 11 and 
will reduce the total costs of payday loans in 
Colorado by two-thirds. The new law also 
extends the amount of time a borrower has 
to pay back the loan to at least six months.  

Wisconsin Governor Jim Doyle recently 
used his unique veto authority to effectively 
ban auto title lending and significantly 

strengthen an otherwise weak bill.  The 
Ohio House of Representatives passed 
legislation that addresses loopholes 
exploited by payday lenders since voters 
approved a 28 percent annual interest rate 
cap in 2008. The bill is now pending before 
the Ohio State Senate.   

The New Hampshire General Court also 
recently passed legislation that extends 
their existing payday and auto-title rate cap 
to all small loans.  

Tying all these states efforts to pending 
federal legislation to address abusive 
lending, Gail Hillebrand, manager of 
Consumers Union’s DefendYourDollar.org 
campaign, said in a recent news release, 
“Congress should make sure that financial 
reform includes a strong independent 
watchdog in Washington to protect 
consumers from unfair lending practices 
no matter what state they live in. And states 
should have the power to enforce the law 
and enact even stronger safeguards.”  

 The Center for Responsible Lending 
agrees that when it comes to consumer 
protection, there is an important role 
for both federal and state officials. The 
federal government should set meaningful 
minimum standards and allow states to 
adopt more stringent protections.

Detailed comparison between state responses to payday lending.

Visit us on the web @
www.voicenewspaper.com
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US lawyer Peter Erlinder is 
behind bars in Rwanda, days after 
his arrival in the Central African 
country. He had come to defend 
Victoi re  Ingabi re  Umuhoza , 
an alleged genocide denier, and 
political opponent of the current 
president, Paul Kagame.

Dozens of lawyers and their 
organizations have appealed for 
Erlinder’s release. 

“There can be no justice for anyone if 
the state can silence lawyers for defendants 
whom it dislikes…,” said David Gespass, 
president of the National Lawyers Guild.

Rwanda’s 1994 genocide claimed the 
lives of more than 500,000 people, mostly 
Tutsis and moderate Hutus. The massacres 
ended when mostly Tutsi rebels led by 
Kagame defeated the mostly Hutu extremist 
perpetrators.

Ingabire, a Hutu, returned to Rwanda in 
January after 16 years of living abroad. 
She says she returned to Rwanda because 
the country needs an open discussion to 
promote reconciliation.

In a visit to a memorial to Tutsis killed 
in the 1994 genocide, she asked why Hutus 

who also died weren’t remembered. She 
was arrested as a “genocide denier” and is 
free on bail. Her case drew the attention of 
Erlinder, a law professor at William Mitchell 
College of Law in St. Paul, Minnesota. If 
convicted, Ingabire, 41, could be sentenced 
to more than two decades in prison.

US Assistant Secretary of State for 
African Affairs Johnnie Carson accused the 
Kigali government of restricting freedom 
prior to presidential polls in August, in 
which Ingabire is a challenger.

President Paul Kagame is a Tutsi former 
rebel leader who came to power to end 
the killings. His forces have been accused 
of massacring Hutus after the genocide 
ended.

After years of troubled relations with 
its former colonies, French President 
Nicolas Sarkozy announced a new 
beginning with the now-independent 
A f r ica n  na t ions .  Sp ea k i ng  a t 
the 25th Africa-France Summit, 
he promised generous aid packages, 
trade deals and political support for 
an Africa seat on the U.N. Security 
Council.

Designed as three mini-summits, 
the leaders will address Africa’s 
role in global governance, peace 
and security, climate change and 
sustainable development.

Some 250 business executives and rights 
and civil society group leaders from around 
Africa and France have already checked in 
to attend workshops on the sidelines of the 
summit.

Over the past three years, Sarkozy has cut 
French military bases in Africa from five 
to three and reviewed the defense pacts that 
kept several African dictators in power.

But he has to repair misunderstandings 
arising from a speech in Dakar, Senegal, 
shortly after taking office in 2007. There 
he managed to offend African leaders and 
intellectuals with a speech seen as riddled 
with stereotypes and prejudices.

“The tragedy of Africa is that the African 
has not fully entered into history,” Sarkozy 

said naively at that time, adding that 
Africans had missed out on “progress”.

On the economic front, Sarkozy is pledging 
“win-win” partnerships with Africa. But 
his offer failed to convince French rights 
group Survie International, which noted 
that Paris still defends its interests in places 
like Niger, a prime source of uranium for 
French nuclear giant Areva.

The Nice summit coincides with the 50th 
anniversary of the independence of 14 
former colonies who have also been invited 
to Paris for National Day celebrations on 
July 15 with their national armies taking 
part in the traditional Bastille Day parade.

“Africa is our future,” said Sarkozy, “and will 
be a principle reservoir for world growth in 
the decades to come.”

U.S. lawyer jailed in genocide dispute

Chevron bars activists from shareholder meeting

South African journalist found alive

“Africa is our future,” French president declares

Activist Emem Okon of the Niger Delta 
was among 17 people representing oil-
producing  com mun it ies  i n  A ngola , 
Ecuador, Burma, the Philippines and 
around the world to be locked out of a 
shareholders meeting on May 30 by the oil 
giant Chevron.

Okon, who traveled to Houston, Texas, 
from Nigeria’s oil-rich Delta region, said 
she came to urge the company “to clean 
up the environment, end gas flaring, and to 
respect their human rights policies, which 
call for two-way communication between 
Chevron and the community people,” she 
said.

Police ar rested f ive protestors with 
The True Cost of Chevron Network 
who had rall ied to call at tention to 
Chevron’s human rights and environmental 
record.

In a radio interview, Okon said: “I came 
to tell Chevron that they have oppressed in 
the Niger Delta region with impunity for 
the past 50 years, poisoning our waters, 
devastating our environment, killing the 

fish we eat, burning poison gas through 
gas flares that has caused cancer, asthma, 
corroding our roofs. And they have not 
done anything to alleviate the sufferings 
of the people as the result of their 
activities.”

“I am surprised at the attention that the 
BP oil spill has attracted in the United 
States,” she continued, “and I expect that the 
condition in the Niger Delta should attract 
the same coverage…  Chevron (should) stop 
their inhuman activity and abuse of human 
rights in the Niger Delta region.

A  S o u t h  A f r i c a n 
journalist who joined 
the flotilla bringing 
material aid to war-torn 
Gaza has been found.

Magbo eba  Dav ids 
said she lost track of 
her daughter, Gadijah, 
age 25, after the flotilla 
of six boats came under 
attack by Israeli defense 
forces and nearly all of 
the 700 international 
activists aboard the 
sh ip s  we r e  p l a c e d 
under ar rest.

The Israeli government has refused to 
identify those killed in the attack, but it is 
believed that between 10 and 17 civilians 
died from Israeli gunfire.

Gadijah, a reporter with Radio 786, had 
been covering Palestinian issues for some 
time and had wanted to be part of a team 
delivering medical supplies, and was not 
interested in anything military, the mother 
said.

Dav ids  wa s  on  b oa rd  t he  Mav i 

Marmara when the flotilla embarked.
“She said they had been warned to 

prepare for the worst. She said: ‘Mommy, 
we’ve gone through all our drills and have 
been told to sleep in our clothes, but we’re 
prepared for the worst and I’m very calm’.”

“She will come back a stronger person. 
It was a maiden experience for her on so 
many levels - it was the first time she left 
home, first big story, and now she has an 
international scoop - we are very proud of 
her.” 

French President Nicholas Sarkozy

Emem Okon

Peter Erlinder

Mavi Marmara
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The VOICE flashes back to ... “The Norfolk 17” 
Norfolk, Virginia was the talk of the 

nation in late 1958 when Virginia’s governor 
chose to engage in the ultimate act of 
“massive resistance” against court-mandated 
racial integration of public education. 
On September 27, he closed six all-white 
Norfolk junior high and high schools rather 
than submit to desegregation. 

By executive order, nearly 10,000 
Norfolk schoolchildren were locked out 
of their schools, while questions of equal 
opportunity, parental rights, judicial 
legislation, and racial discrimination 
resonated through society and the media. 
The city found itself embroiled in a full-
fledged legal, political, and cultural war 
with national implications.

After a series of lawsuits, concerted student and 
citizen action, and a nationally aired CBS 
News report by Edward R. Murrow on “The 
Lost Class of 59,” the schools reopened. On 
February 2, 1959, “The Norfolk 17,” the 
small number of Black students approved 
for t ransfer, broke through the color 
barrier and reported for classes at formerly 
segregated city schools, along with most 
of their white peers whose education 
had been interrupted for more than four 
months.

“The Norfolk 17” were picked for 
a purpose. They are archived as the true 
heroes of the school integration struggle in 
Norfolk. As young men and women, they 

entered the six previously all-white public 
schools, persevering in the face of intense 
racial animosity. In doing so, they secured 
for themselves, their friends and family, 
and indeed their entire people, a new place 
in American society. 

Initially, 151 Black students applied to the 
all-white schools.

After months of testing and interviews, 
by September 1958 only 17 remained.

When the governor ordered the schools 
closed, these 17 students, along with 10,000 
other students, had to find other ways to 
continue their schooling.

At the First Baptist Church on Bute Street 
and at a church in Norview, they were 
trained for 16 weeks for their roles as agents 
of social change.

Because nothing could be left to chance, 
they received instruction in deportment, 
in handling racial conflict, and in meeting 
the academic challenges. They learned 
first-hand, however, that the white schools 
had new textbooks, nice furniture, and 
impressive laboratory equipment, none of 
which they had at their schools.

As they entered the schools for the first 
time, “The Norfolk 17” were faced with 
numerous indignities.  They relied on their 
training to deal with the racial conflict they 
encountered -- they were spat upon, called 
names, had things thrown at them, were 
tripped, and one girl was stabbed. They 

experienced physical and emotional abuse, 
while the local and national press reported 
that there was no violence as expected, and 
that “it was an eerily calm conclusion to 
one of the most difficult half-years Norfolk 
had ever endured.”  The abuse didn’t stop 
after the first day -- it continued for months 
and years.

“The Norfolk 17,” sustained many 
hardships for the sake of integration so that 

other children would have more educational 
opportunities. While most of the students 
have tried to leave their experiences in 
the past, some have come forward to share 
their stories at various events and through 
interviews conducted at Norfolk State 
University and by various newspaper reporters. 

In 2002, the City of Norfolk finally 
honored them with medals for their bravery 
and courage.

“The Norfolk 17” on the steps of First Baptist Church. Fall 1958
Front row (left to right):  Betty Jean Reed, Johnnie Rouse, Delores Johnson, LaVera Forbes, 

James Turner, Jr., Lolita Portis, Patricia Turner, Claudia Wellington, Geraldine Talley.
Back row (left to right): Andrew Heidelberg, Louis Cousins, Patricia Godbolt, Carol Wellington, 

Reginald Young, Alveraze Frederick Gonsouland, Edward Jordan, Olivia Driver
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DROID ERIS by HTC 
Verizon Wireless 3G Exclusive 
All-touch Android™ with  
Google™ Experience
BUY 1 GET 1

 FREE
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$149.99 2-yr. price – $100 mail-in rebate  
debit card. Add’l phone: $100 2-yr. price – $100  
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Gateway LT netbook
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with our 3G Network built right in
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The hardworking  
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netbook
ultraportable, just 2.95 lbs., 
twork built right in

9
il-in rebate debit card. 
e Broadband Plan.

HURRY IN!
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App-hungry devices that run on America’s Largest and Most Reliable 
3G network make the perfect gift for dad.

MOST 3G COVERAGE IN AMERICA 

AND VIRGINIA.


