
DON’T THROW AWAY THE KEY 
VOTE “YES” ON SB 259 

 

Incarcerating youth with adults isn’t safe, isn’t fair, and doesn’t work. 
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SB 259 will require that a judge make a finding of dangerousness or security risk before juveniles as 
young as 14 who are being tried as adults can be transferred from a juvenile detention center to an 
adult jail pending trial.  SB 259 creates a standard to help judges decide which youth belong in adult 
jails, protecting youth in detention centers from dangerous youth while insuring that incarcerated youth 
in general are protected from adult offenders. 

 This bill will not reduce the number of youth who are locked up pre-trial or after sentencing. Those 
youth who are not placed in adult jails will still remain confined in juvenile detention centers.  

 Adult jails do not have the capacity to provide necessary educational, therapeutic, or other services 
to youth.  Many youth confined in Virginia’s jails lack access to education and other services, damaging 
them and their opportunities for rehabilitation.  Statistics show that many will ultimately receive juvenile 
sentences.  Education and treatment should not be disrupted, as often happens currently, unless it is 
absolutely necessary.  

 Confinement in adult jails increases the likelihood of a youth’s victimization and suicide risk.  A 
2009 national study found that youth incarcerated in adult prisons and jails are at the highest risk for 
sexual assault and suicide while in confinement.   

 Incarcerating youth with adults makes communities less safe over time. Research from around the 
country confirms that placing youth in the adult criminal justice system increases their likelihood of re-
offending.  

 More than 80% of the youth who are tried as adults and in the custody of the Virginia Department 
of Juvenile Justice are African-American, even though only approximately 20% of youth in Virginia 
are African-American.  The numbers for Virginia’s jails are likely similar or worse. 

 

 Juvenile detention centers can adequately confine these youth while also providing them with 
education and treatment.  Under this proposal, juvenile detention center superintendents will still have 
the ability to seek a transfer to jail if a youth is a danger to others.   

Take for example, the story of a fifteen year old boy held in the Norfolk jail pending his trial for mugging.  During 
his lengthy time in the facility, not only was he kept in a cell with older inmates who harassed him, but he was also 
essentially denied an education.  The young man was only “given high school equivalency books to study” and 
periodic meetings with an instructor.  Ultimately he was acquitted but his educational future was in jeopardy. 
Conversely, the Department of Juvenile Justice makes such services available, and even required, for most juvenile 
offenders including those between the ages of 18 and 21 in juvenile detention centers.  (Matthew Roy, Jailing Young 
Offenders Poses Dilemma, The Virginian-Pilot (April 9, 2008).) 


